Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.109; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.3.
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1997); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1997); data reduction: XCAD4 (Harms & Wocadlo, 1995) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
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Comment
Aliskiren is a new renin inhibitor, useful for the treatment of hypertension and related cardiovascular diseases (Mariano et al., 2008) . In the process of synthesis of Aliskiren, the optically active compound ethyl (2S, 4E)-5-chloro-2-isopropylpent-4-enoate, (2 in Fig 2) , is a key intermediate. In order to obtain the compound (2), we used (R)-(-)camphorsultam as a chiral supplementary agent (Fig. 2) . Thus, the title compound, (1), was prepared by reacting isovaleryl chloride with (R)-(-)camphorsultam.
The molecular structure of (1) is illustrated in Fig. 1 . The five-membered ring (C4, C5, C10, N1, S1) shows nearly a C5β-envelope conformation, with the atom C5 deviating from the plane C4/C10/N1/S1 by 0.459 (4) Å. The plane formed by atom C2, C3, O3 and N1, have a dihedral angle of 19.6 (2)° with the aforementioned plane. In contrast, in the other independent molecule, the five-membered ring(C4', C5', C10', N1', S1') is close to a C10α-envelope conformation, with the atom C10 deviating from the plane C4'/C5'/N1'/S1' by 0.425 (4) Å. The plane (C2', C3', O3', N1') forms a dihedral angle of 23.9 (2)° with the aforementioned plane. Besides, there exist different bond lengths in the two independent molecules. The bond lengths of C1-C2 (1.508 Å), C1-C11 (1.524 Å) and C1-C12 (1.502 Å) are obviously longer than that of C1'-C2'
(1.475 Å), C1'-C11' (1.508 Å) and C1'-C12' (1.476 Å), respectively.
In the crystal packing, there are two different intermolecular hydrogen bonds C-H···O (Table 1) . The difference in the intermolecular hydrogen bonding interactions most possibly resulted in their slightly different bond lenghths and molecular conformations.
Experimental
In a 250 ml bottomed flask was added camphorsultam(19 g, 88 mmol), toluene(100 ml), anhydrous triethylamine(16 ml, 110 mmol) and 4-dimethylaminopyridine(1.1 g, 10 mmol). The mixture was cooled to 273 K and then 12 ml of isovaleryl chloride were dripped in twenty minutes. After the addition, the mixture was stirred at 298 K until the TLC test showed that the reaction is complete. A solution of 13 ml of 36% hydrochloride acid in 19 ml of water was added at 298 K. The organic layers were separated and the aqueous layer was extracted for three times with 60 ml of dichloromethane. The combined organic layers were washed with water and concertrated to residue under vacuum, obtainning 26.7 g colourless crystal title compound.(yield 94%, m.p. 403-406 K). Since the crystal product was not found to be suitable for X-ray diffraction studies, a few crystals were dissolved in toluene, which was allowed to evaporate slowly to give colourless crystals of (1) suitable for X-ray diffraction studies.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.96-0.98 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5Ueq of the parent atom. 
Refinement on F 2 Hydrogen site location: inferred from neighbouring sites Least-squares matrix: full H-atom parameters constrained Geometric parameters (Å, °) S1-O1 1.416 (2) S1'-O2' 1.421 (3) S1-O2 1.423 (2) S1'-O1' 1.422 (2) S1-N1 1.693 (2) S1'-N1' 1.688 (2) S1-C4 1.772 (3) S1'-C4' 1.786 (3) 
